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The In Harmony Tour by the Louisville Orchestra is a landmark statewide initiative delivering transformational

musical experiences directly to Kentucky communities. Since its launch in November 2022, this pioneering

program has reached tens of thousands of Kentuckians through free public concerts, education engagements,

and library-based storytelling events—many in regions that traditionally lack access to live orchestral music.

As of February 2026, the tour has brought:

45 free concerts across 29 zip codes, with over 36,900 attendees

190 community engagement events in 67 unique zip codes, including

80 education services at schools

60 “Once Upon an Orchestra” musical storytimes in libraries

34 public pop-up performances

16 community collaboration performances

Altogether, community events have reached an additional 19,100 individuals

Backed by $2.1 million annually in public investment from the Kentucky General Assembly since 2022, In Harmony

is not just a tour it’s a mobile cultural institution. It brings world-class artistry to rural and urban communities alike,

fostering civic pride, educational enrichment, and cultural equity.

The tour has featured celebrated Kentucky-native artists such as Sam Bush, Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper,

Tessa Lark, Ben Sollee, and Chris Thile, alongside local performers and Louisville Orchestra musicians in solo

and ensemble roles. With seven world premieres by our Creator Corps composers and appearances by Music

Director Teddy Abrams, the tour has combined artistic excellence with authentic community connection.

From courthouse lawns and gymnasiums to libraries and parks, In Harmony proves that public investment in the

arts yields statewide impact. As we look ahead, continued funding is critical to grow the reach of this nationally

recognized model and ensure every Kentuckian has access to meaningful musical experiences.
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The In Harmony Tour is a statewide initiative by the Louisville Orchestra designed to redefine what it means to be

a truly community-centered arts organization. Rather than asking Kentuckians to come to the concert hall, In

Harmony brings the orchestra to them—on their terms, in their towns, and with their stories in mind.

Rooted in the belief that music is a public good, the tour offers a flexible model for artistic engagement that

adapts to each community’s needs. That might mean a full-scale outdoor concert in a public park, a

storytelling performance in a library, or an interactive program in a school cafeteria. Every stop is uniquely shaped

by its setting and the people who call that place home.

At the center of the tour is the Louisville Orchestra’s community engagement further expanded by the addition of

the new mobile stage, made possible through support from the Kentucky General Assembly. This stage removes

geographic and logistical barriers, enabling high-quality performances in even the most remote regions of the

state. Just as important are the relationships built through the tour, ongoing collaborations with local schools,

libraries, civic groups, and artists that create lasting connections far beyond a single performance.

The In Harmony Tour is conducted under the artistic leadership of Music Director Teddy Abrams and powered by

the creativity and generosity of Louisville Orchestra musicians, guest artists, and the Creator Corps composers. The

programming reflects a dynamic blend of classical repertoire, new works, cross-genre collaborations, and

Kentucky traditions, tailored to resonate deeply with each audience.

This is more than outreach. It’s a reimagining of how an orchestra serves its state. And it’s only just begun.

OVERVIEW
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Learn more about the audience we reached.

AUDIENCE INSIGHTS

Review total impact of community events. 

SURVEY RESPONSES

Access to the arts anywhere. 

MOBILE STAGE

WHAT’S NEXT
Expanding success 2026 and beyond.

CONCERT ATTENDANCE
Review of attendance for evening concerts.

Hear first hand from our audiences. 

CONTENT
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CONCERT LOCATIONS

“THE CONCERT WAS JUBILANT AND SO COMPELLING TO HEAR
THESE PIECES LIVE. I GREW UP IN A COAL MINING COMMUNITY IN
WESTERN KENTUCKY AND NEVER IMAGINED HAVING AN
OPPORTUNITY LIKE THIS.” - ASHLEY NARVAEZ, AUDIENCE MEMBER
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COMMUNITY EVENT LOCATIONSCOMMUNITY EVENT LOCATIONS



“I was emotional. It was beautiful. I'm from large
cities where having an orchestra maybe was taken
for granted. I've been in Mt. Sterling 25 years and
have missed it so much until last night.”

WHAT KENTUCKIANS
ARE SAYING
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“This opportunity to be comfortable in our own
county and experience this level of musical
talent...well we were blown away. The best part is
our grandsons, budding musicians, who were
fascinated and thoroughly enjoyed it.”

“We don't get the opportunity to see an orchestra
very often in Western Ky. And an appearance from
Ben Sollee! Wow!”

“It was an experience I got to share with my mother,
who has never been to the orchestra and she was in
awe of the talent and the beautiful music. Great
memories for us to share together.”

“So few chances to hear truly high-level musical
performance in this remote area. As someone who
loves to attend live music shows -- and not from
this area -- I appreciate the opportunity.”

“Live music bring an entirely new and exciting
energy to a space. My special needs daughter, and
many of her peers attended and were simply
enthralled!! It was beautiful!”

Survey Results September 2024 - February 2025
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235 EVENTS

55 COUNTIES

57,O00 ATTENDEES
November 2022 - February 2026



CONCERT
TOTAL
ATTENDANCE

The concert performances at the heart of the In Harmony

Tour are large-scale, free events designed to bring world-

class music to Kentuckians across the state. Held in parks,

amphitheaters, town squares, schools, and theaters, these

concerts remove traditional barriers to access and create

a sense of celebration and community through live music.

Since launching, the tour has presented 45 public concerts

across 29 zip codes, with over 37,000 people in

attendance (Sept 2025). These events feature full orchestra

performances, conducted by Music Director Teddy

Abrams, and spotlight a wide range of guest artists—from

Kentucky icons like Sam Bush and Ben Sollee to Grammy

Award winners like Michael Cleveland and Chris Thile to
acclaimed soloists including Tessa Lark.
Each concert is carefully curated to connect with its

audience, often blending classical repertoire with folk,

bluegrass, and original compositions. Louisville Orchestra

musicians also take the spotlight in solo and small

ensemble performances, and seven world premieres by

Creator Corps composers have debuted on tour.

More than just performances, these concerts create lasting

memories and moments of pride bringing neighbors

together, revitalizing public spaces, and affirming that

music belongs to everyone.
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45

29

37K

CONCERTS

UNIQUE ZIP CODES

ATTENDEES

SCHEDULED THROUGH 2026

INCLUDING AUDIENCES
THROUGH 2026

SCHEDULED THROUGH 2026



TOTAL
COMMUNITY

PARTNERSHIPSBeyond the stage, the In Harmony Tour invests deeply in

community connection through education programs, library
performances, and small-scale engagements tailored to

local needs. These events create opportunities for meaningful,

personal interaction with Louisville Orchestra musicians and

teaching artists, often in settings where live music is rare.

To date, the tour has presented 190 community events across

67 zip codes, reaching over 19,000 attendees.
Highlights include:

80 education services in schools, featuring instrument

demonstrations, composer visits, and interactive workshops

60 Once Upon an Orchestra performances, combining

live music and storytelling in public libraries

34 public pop-up performances in unexpected spaces like

courtyards, community centers, and farmers markets

16 community collaboration performances at hospitals,

senior centers, and partner organizations

These experiences are designed to be approachable, joyful, and

rooted in listening. They reflect the tour’s core mission: to build

relationships and use music as a bridge to deeper community

engagement. Whether sparking curiosity in a young student or

bringing comfort to an elder, In Harmony’s community events

make the orchestra a presence in everyday life.

190

67

19K

COMMUNITY

EVENTS

UNIQUE ZIP CODES

ATTENDEES
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SCHEDULED THROUGH 2026

INCLUDING AUDIENCES
THROUGH 2026

SCHEDULED THROUGH 2026



MOBILE STAGE

Beginning in the 2024 appropriation, the Louisville Orchestra committed to finding a solution to reaching areas we had

previously been unable to serve. The mobile stage, custom-built and fully funded through this state appropriation, was

designed specifically to overcome the geographic and logistical challenges of touring Kentucky. Engineered for

mobility and adaptability, the stage allows the orchestra to bring high-quality performances to outdoor spaces, rural

towns, and communities without traditional concert venues.

A defining feature of the In Harmony Tour is the Louisville Orchestra’s custom-built mobile stage allows the orchestra to

perform virtually anywhere in the Commonwealth. This stage removes the need for formal concert infrastructure,

bringing live orchestral music directly into parks, town centers, and other public gathering spaces.

To date, the mobile stage has been scheduled and deployed in:

Beattyville, KY – Happy Top Park

Hazard, KY – Perry County Park

Pikeville, KY – Main Street

Fancy Farm, KY – St. Jerome Church

Paducah, KY – Downtown Farmers Market

Early performances featured Music Director Teddy Abrams, soprano La’Shelle Allen, and visual artist and musician John

Haywood. Upcoming August mobile stage events are slated for Paducah and Fancy Farm, with estimated audiences of
350–400, featuring the Louisville Orchestra Trifecta Brass Trio.
This stage is more than a technical asset, it’s a symbol of accessibility and possibility. It enables the orchestra to perform

in underserved and rural areas, sparking civic pride and community celebration through music in the heart of local life.
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BUILT FOR KENTUCKY,

DESIGNED FOR ACCESS
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ECONOMIC
IMPACT

Went to dinner Shopped at local business Purchased concessions Went to local bar Purchased outfit for concert Lodging Babysitter
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10%
OF RESPONDENTS

SPENT OVER $50 IN
THE LOCAL ECONOMY 

$498,393
SPENT BY THE LO ON LOCAL

ACCOMMODATIONS ACROSS KENTUCKY

The In Harmony tour is not only expanding access to

live orchestral music across Kentucky—it’s actively

fueling local economies. So far, the Louisville Orchestra

has invested $498,393 in lodging and $318,951 in per

diems for musicians and staff, dollars that directly

support hotels, restaurants, and small businesses in the

communities we visit.

Audience spending further amplifies that impact. In a

recent survey, 43% of attendees said they went out to

eat in connection with the concert, 16% spent money

at a local business, and 10% reported spending over

$50 that evening. These numbers show that each

performance generates a meaningful boost in tourism

and commerce—demonstrating that the arts are a

smart and sustainable investment in Kentucky’s future.

$318,951
CIRCULATED THROUGH RESTAURANTS AND
SMALL BUSINESSES VIA ORCHESTRA AND

STAFF PER DIEMS

Audience Data based on survey responses from 2022-2025

INVESTING IN COMMUNITIES
FEEDING LOCAL ECONOMIES
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9.2%

Social Media
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AUDIENCE
BEHAVIOR
BASED ON SURVEY DATA
2022-2025

HOW DID YOU HEAR
ABOUT THE EVENT?
HOW DID YOU HEAR
ABOUT THE EVENT?

WHO DID YOU ATTEND
THE CONCERT WITH?
WHO DID YOU ATTEND
THE CONCERT WITH?

HAVE YOU ATTENDED
AN ORCHESTRA

CONCERT IN THE PAST?

HAVE YOU ATTENDED
AN ORCHESTRA

CONCERT IN THE PAST?
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“I was SO glad I was able to be at the Louisville Orchestra’s
Harmony Tour at Felix E. Martin Jr. Hall on the 11th. What an
experience to see the orchestra in a sold-out house in
Muhlenberg County! I don’t think a performance of that caliber
has been available locally anytime I can remember and the
energy in the room was electric! Thank you so much for making
it happen. I hope Martin Hall will be able to host the orchestra
again if future Commonwealth tours are planned!”
Alyssa Manning, Felix E. Martin Jr. Foundation

“Tonight was a magnificent night, We are so blessed and pleased
to have the Louisville Orchestra return to Elizabethtown after 20
years. The Louisville Orchestra is well loved here in Elizabethtown
and Hardin County and we’re just excited to bring this
opportunity all across the commonwealth to many many towns.”

Matthew Deneen, Kentucky State Senator District 10

“I love the Louisville Orchestra’s passion and energy. The
audience feels it. You take away knowing the true value of love
and music. So that they are able to share their talents and their
love for music across this great commonwealth,  we hope to
continue providing that support and success that Teddy Abrams
and the Louisville Orchestra is having. Michael Pollock,
Kentucky State Representative 51st House District

“It was amazing to have the Louisville Orchestra in Mount
Sterling. It’s amazing to hear bluegrass in such a powerful new
way. This event is free and it’s coming to your hometown. The
vibe was fun and casual and people who have never been to an
orchestra before were able to come for the very first time.”
Jordan Campbell, Executive Director of the Gateway
Regional Arts Center

"Not everyone can get to Louisville to experience this

music. For kids who might be interested, being able to bring

it to them—to facilitate that opportunity and maybe spark

their passion—is a great use of these funds."
Rebecca Raymer, Kentucky State Representative 15th House District

"The Louisville Orchestra performance in Glasgow has become
the most anticipated and appreciated event of the summer.
Throughout the past 26 years, residents have planned vacations
around the event and invited friends and family from all over to
experience the evening. It exposes a broad range of ages and
backgrounds to the magic of the orchestra.  We are so fortunate
to have this relationship." Henry Royse, Mayor of Glasgow, KY



The In Harmony Tour has sparked a cultural shift across Kentucky. In just 4 years, we’ve reached 55 counties —from Hazard to
Henderson County, Pikeville to Paducah—but the demand continues to grow. Schools, libraries, and civic leaders across the
Commonwealth are asking: “When will the orchestra come to our town?”
To sustain this momentum and deepen our impact, additional public investment is urgently needed. Our vision for next year is to
expand the tour’s reach, increase the number of performances, and build more lasting partnerships in every region of the state.

Key Priorities for Continued Funding:
1.Reach More Counties:

a.There are still dozens of counties—including many in Western Kentucky and Appalachian Region—that have not yet
experienced a concert or community event.

b.With funding, we can prioritize new counties while returning to communities that have already begun forming strong
connections with the orchestra.

2.Bring World-Class Musicians to Kentucky Communities:
a.  Continued support allows us to engage nationally and internationally renowned artists—such as Chris Thile, Sam Bush,

Michael Cleveland, and Tessa Lark—and feature Louisville Orchestra musicians at their highest level. These performances
inspire pride, spark imagination, and expose Kentuckians to musical excellence rarely available outside major urban
centers.

3.Support Rural Logistics:
a.Many tour stops are in areas without concert halls, stages, or formal infrastructure. We rely heavily on a mobile stage and

portable sound, lighting, and power systems to make these performances possible.
b.Additional investment would allow us to purchase and maintain reliable equipment and instruments to serve hard-to-

reach communities safely and effectively.
4.Expand Education & Library Programs:

a.Our Once Upon an Orchestra and school engagements are among the most requested aspects of the tour.
b.With more funding, we can increase our teaching artist capacity and reach more Title I schools, early childhood centers,

and public libraries in underserved areas.
5.Strengthen Community Outreach:

a.Each tour stop requires deep coordination with local partners—mayors, judge executives, county tourism offices, arts
councils, school administrators, librarians, and volunteers.

b.Additional staffing and planning resources would allow for more strategic outreach, better community follow-up, and
sustained engagement.

6. Invest in Artists & Staff:
a.To operate at scale, we need dedicated technical staff, teaching artists, and community engagement team members

across the state.
b.Supporting these professionals not only ensures tour quality—it creates jobs and builds local arts infrastructure.

7.Make the Mobile Stage Fully Operational:
a.The mobile stage is a game-changer, but it requires continued investment in transport, crew, and maintenance to be fully

deployed throughout the tour season.
b.Upgrading power sources and adding equipment will help us serve more counties in a wider range of environments

especially in Eastern Kentucky’s mountainous terrain and Western Kentucky’s open spaces.

 Kentucky communities are ready. The relationships are in place. With strategic investment this year, the In Harmony Tour can
continue to transform lives, build civic pride, and ensure that every Kentuckian regardless of zip code has access to the
transformative power of music.
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WHAT’S NEXT | FUNDING NEEDSWHAT’S NEXT | FUNDING NEEDS



NATHANIEL KOCH, INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
NKOCH@LOUISVILLEORCHESTRA.ORG  |  502.585.9433

THANK YOU

THE KENTUCKY “IN HARMONY” TOUR IS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE 
KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE TOURISM, ARTS, AND HERITAGE CABINET.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY:
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